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SUBJECT: SOLOMON ISALNDS REQUEST FOR EXCEPTION TO U.S. 

DUTY ON TUNA 

REF: PORT MORESBY 0913 

1. U.S. CUSTOMS SERVICE ADVISES THAT SOLOMON ISLANDS 
EXPORTS OF CANNED TUNA DO NOT FALL IN TARIFF CLASSIFICATION 
"FISH PREPARED IN ANY MANNER, NOT IN OIL ... "IF INDEED 

ITS PRODUCT IS CANNED IN OIL. 

2. THERE ARE THREE DUTY RATES WHICH APPLY TO CANNED TUNA- 
THE 35 PERCENT RATE FOR TUNA IN OIL; THE 6 PERCENT RATE FOR 
TUNA NOT IN OIL IF IT MEETS THE 15 POUND WEIGHT AND 20 
PERCENT OF U.S. SHARE LIMITATIONS; AND THE 12 1/2 RATE 

FOR TUNA NOT IN OIL NOT MEETING THE AFOREMENTIONED 
LIMITATIONS. 
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3. NO DETAILED EXPLANATIONS OF DUTIES ARE AVAILABLE OTHER 
THAN THE TARIFF SCHEDULE ITSELF. CONSULATE SHOULD 
EXPLAIN TO APPROPRIATE SIG OFFICIALS THAT DUTIES ARE 
BASED ON CONFORMANCE OF PRODUCT TO TARIFF CLASSIFICATION. 
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